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People 

Subject expertise

UDC expertise

UDC data    
management

Content 
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A.-R. Haarala (Finland)  
Claire Beghtol  (Canada) 
Edgardo Civallero  (Argentina) 
Gerhard Budin  (Austria)  
Ia McIlwaine (UK) 
Joan Mitchell (USA) 
Miguel Benito (Sweden) 
Nancy Williamson  (Canada) 
R. S. Guliarevski  (Russia)  
 

Existing Advisory Board

Claudio Gnoli (Italy) 
Darija Rožman (Slovenia)  
Jelica Lescic (Croatia) 
Jiri Pika (Switzerland) 
Manuela Santos  (Portugal) 
Mohinder P. Satija (India) 
Rosa San Segundo (Spain)  
Sirje Nilbe (Estonia) 
Victoria Francu (Romania) 
Wouter Schallier (Belgium)  

New members of Advisory Board

Restructuration: work in progressRestructuration: work in progress

- Opinions on any UDC matter
- Collaborate in revision tasks 
- Review and comment UDC proposals 
- Disseminate and support UDC usage
- Contribute to E&C
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Associate Editors
-- Editorial policies, procedures Editorial policies, procedures 
& priorities& priorities

-- Find suitable collaborators Find suitable collaborators 
for revision tasksfor revision tasks

-- Circulate, discuss & check Circulate, discuss & check 
revision proposalsrevision proposals

-- Manage changes to MRFManage changes to MRF

-- Prepare E&C Prepare E&C 

Agnes Hajdu Barat Hungary
Aida Slavic UK
Andrew Buxton UK
Geoffrey Robinson UK
Gerhard Riesthuis Netherlands
Marie Balikova Czech Rep.
Vanda Broughton UK
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Improve the means for collaboration and data managementImprove the means for collaboration and data management

A new system to manage the collaboration processes and the content

change features

data element set

MRF exports

Process
management

people

tasks

proposals

discussions

approvals

save history

change content

customers’ needs Product
management

content

form

distribution channels

Content
management

MRF data



Information Access for the Global Community: an International SeInformation Access for the Global Community: an International Seminar minar 
on on 
the Universal Decimal Classificationthe Universal Decimal Classification

Maria Inês Cordeiro, UDC Editor-in-Chief   

RationaleRationale for for thethe newnew systemsystem

IImprovemprove MRF sustainability in the medium/longMRF sustainability in the medium/long--termterm
- limitations of CDS/ISIS / complexity of UDC data
- system managed locally only
- data management separated from editorial work
- no online access for UDCC members and editors

ProvideProvide a a collaborativecollaborative systemsystem for UDC for UDC revisionsrevisions
- current limitations of work methods
- need to support, track & archive the revision work
- facilitate the collaboration of more people
- accelerate MRF updates

DiversifyDiversify MRF MRF productsproducts
- limitations of current exports (ASCII & MRF ISO 2709)
- expand to MARC formats
- expand to XML derivatives (either MRF & MARC)
- expand to ontology formats (later)



Common to 
all areas

Search

Browse

Display

Print

etc.

Keep the official
UDC database

Generate exports

MRF AREA

ARCHIVE  AREA

Keep history

Manage revision
tasks

Future distribution
can be online:          
MRF downloads,         
UDC online…

EDITORIAL AREA
Copy of sets of records to revise

Change records

Return revised records

MainMain componentscomponents ofof thethe newnew systemsystem
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Collaborative workCollaborative work
EDITORIAL AREA

Revision Task
Record

UDC numbers

people

operations

other facilities

a specific task group

a specific task (links to a 
set of records to revise)

email, annotations

other users of the system (all UDCC + people that
can comment on the work) 
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Priority Action Focus on

New administrative
fields

New functional fields
/subfields

Needs regarding  
mappings to MARC; 
mappings definitions 

Retrospective data 
analysis &  
consolidation

Consystency checkings (notes, SA tracings, 
examples of application…)
Analysis can use some automatic checking, 
but  most corrections have to be manual

Populate newly defined 
fields and subfields 

2 Some fields can be populated more or less 
automatically, others require extensive 
intellectual / manual effort 
(e.g., index terms) 

Recover ‘history’ of 
notations since 1993

3 e.g., keeping record of cancelled notations in the 
database

Mappings to other 
subject access systems 4

Finding relevant sources, negotiating its use, 
record mappings to other class systems as 
part of the revision work, whenever possible

Multilingual data Keep record of text data in different languages

MRF 
new 
content

2007

2008 

MRF 
existing
content

1 Examples: 
preparation

2006

Implemen-
tation

2007

MRF 
Format
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- subfields in 001 for computer readability of each component
- 005 Hierarchical next higher notation
- 006 Special auxiliaries, valid for the notation in 001
- 126 Index entries to enhance alphabetical search
- add language codes (ISO) to any occurence of text fields

WhatWhat’’s happenings happening
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PeoplePeople The critical factorThe critical factor

To create awareness, sense of a communityTo create awareness, sense of a community
To raise collaboration opportunities To raise collaboration opportunities 
To hear from users needsTo hear from users needs
To improve support to UDCTo improve support to UDC



ThankThank you!you!
icordeiro@bn.pticordeiro@bn.pt
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